August, 1983. lel! of Lellaral 
EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: 5th August, Films 


Meeting * 2nd September, "Photographing on Safari" 
ee Speaker: Mr. J. McCann 
Excursion’ 7+h August, Brisbane Ranges. Full Day 
ie Leader: Mr. L. Fink 
Excursion? ath September, Point Henry, Reedy Lake 
Leader: Dr. F. Harrap 


President: Dr F. HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings are held 1st floor S.M.B. 
Vice-pres: Mr W. MURPHY Phone 323289 Barkly Street Annexe 7.30 p.m. 
Secretary: Miss H.BURGESS Phone 312210. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mrs F.WILLIAMSON Phone 327631 SEP seec tums Lun mend eBRMS TRON GMSTREETS! 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor: | Mrs P,. MURPHY Phone 32 3289 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


REPORTS: June Meeting. 


Mr. L. Fink - there is a considerable Flow of water 
at Lal Lal Falls. 


Mr. K. Hammond -white plumed honeyeaters in his garden 
at Wendouree and a cattle egret on 
Woodman's Hill. 


Mr. G. Binns - yellow faced honeyeater in his garden 
in Ballarat. 


Mrs. P. Murphy -Pterostylis nutans early flowering at 
Berringa. 


NEW MEMBER 


The President welcomed Master David Williamson 
and wished him a long and happy association with the 
club. 


HUNTING AND GATHERING TECHNIQUES AND ARTIFACTS OF 
ABORIGINES 


SPEAKER: Mr. J. Morris 


The life of the Australian aborigine was one of 
movement. However, the tribal groups or hordes were 
not nomadic as they kept strictly to their own 
territory. If it was necessary to move onto another 
territory, the tribe had to first seek permission 
before payment was made, usually in women. 

The aboriginal people only took from the land 
what they required. Up to 70% of their food was 
gathered by the women and children. For seasonal 
feasts, yams from Western Victoria, Bunya Pine nuts 
from Southern Queensland and Bogong moths, eels and 
manna were gathered. They drank mainly water but, 
Sometimes, green ants were crushed to make a drink 
or Pandanus palm fruit were roasted before they chewed 
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off the flesh or Senaned it into water to make a sweet 
drink. 


The aboriginal people traded with one another in such 
things as ochre, spears and stone artifacts. Their axes 
varied right throughout Australia and their spears also 
differed. Some were partly wooden and some had carved barbs, 
the latter coming from Bathurst and Melville Islands. Others, 
with stone chips, came from the Kimberley area. Stone spear- 
heads sometimes had serrated edges, and yet others were made 
with shovel-nosed heads. 


Woomeras or spear-throwers were not as common as boomer- 
angs throughout Australia but the boomerang was purely a 
plaything. 


Dugout canoes were probably of Indonesian or Malay origin. 
Turtles and dugongs were speared from the dugouts but in some 
areas fish-traps were used, the stone fish-traps being rather 
ingenious affairs. Along the Murray River and the other 
inland waterways, poisonous herbs would sometimes be put 
into the water. 


Baskets and dilly bags were made from native hemp and 
some small baskets were fashioned from kangaroo or wallaby 
skins. Loads were carried on top of the head but, to ease 
the pressure, a hair buffer would be used. 


In any hunter-gatherer society, there is a arent deal 
of leisure time. This was taken up with corroborees, story 
telling, painting etc. 


The meeting ended with thanks to Mr. Morris and carried 
by acclamation. A most enjoyable evening and a fascinating 
subject. ee EN 
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FUNGI OUTING - ENFIELD - 3rd July, 1983 


On a cold but still afternoon, seven cars took fungi- 
hunting members down Hanson's Road in the northern part of 
Enfield Forest. Mrs. Florence Chuk introduced us to the 
world of toadstools and mushrooms and explained the differ- 
ences between the various types we found. 


First stop was in an area control-burned in 


autumn, where the fungi were not difficult to find on the clean 
forest floor. Here we found several amanitas (including some 
with deciduous conical warts), green goblins (olive-green 

with yellow gills), russulas (with stems breaking off sharply 
like a carrot), coral fungi, a large yellow puffball and more. 
Also of interest were some mountain violets in bloom. 


At the next spot, following afternoon tea, we explored 
unburnt forest with bracken understorey. Here we found more 
little treasures of the fungi world - tiny bird's nests 
(complete with eggs), bright orange flattened cups, small 
yellow tongues, tiny, tiny jellies, reddish and rainbow 
brackets and an unusual one unknown to Mrs. Chuck - it was 
shiny black with a narrow white border, and with unusual 
teeth rather than gills or pores below. This has since been 
identified as Hydnum Graveolens. 


Here we also found three orchis, though only one com- 
pletely open flower - an early nodding greenhood. The others 
were one of the gnat orchids and the dwarf grrenhood. Also 
of interest was a yellowish "creeping slime". 


The colours of the fungi we Saw were amazing - greens, 
purples and every shade form pure white through yellow, orange 
red and brown to black. Surprisingly, to me, was the fact that 
we Saw none of the porous (bolete) type of toadstools. Many 
thanks to Mrs. Chuk for again sharing her knowledge and 
enthusiasm of the fairylandof fungi with us. 

R. Thomas 
KKEKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKRKKKKK KKK 
BALLARAT CAMP-OUT 14th - 16th October, 1983. 
W,V,F,N,C,A, Camp-out and Meeting, hosted by the Field 
Naturalists' Club of Ballarat. 
Venue: Lady Northcote Camp on Glenmore Road, approximately 
16km west of Bacchus Marsh. 


Areas to be explored will probably include the Werribee 
Gorge, Mallee country near Lake Merrimu and an interesting 


area off the Ballan - Ingliston Road. 
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HORSHAM CAMP-OUT 12th - 14th August, 1983 
Directions to little Desert National Park Campground 


_The Campground is about. 14kms south of Kiata, The turn- 
off is just east of the hotel, is signposted and is a bitumen 


road (the only bitumen running south from the highway in 
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Kiata). About 13-14 kms after leaving the highway, a sign- 
posted left turn into a gravel road leads to the campground. 


People arriving should proceed directly to the campground, 
select their own site and set up camp. Staff will probably 
be around the area until about 5 p.m. on Friday and again from 
about 8.15 a.m. on Saturday, but it is not necessary for 
campers to contact Rangers before setting up camp. 


The water supply is limited and campers are asked to 
bring their own. 
Camping Fees: Adult per night - $1.10 
Child per night - $0.60 
An invitation to the launching of Mr. Ian McCann's book 
"Little DesertWildlife" on Friday 12th August at 8.00p.m., 
at the Little Desert Lodge (south of Nhill on the Nhill - 
Goroke Road). 
Copies of this book will be available at the Saturday 
evening meeting. Map tabled at our August meeting. 
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1983 AUSTRALIAN BIRD CALL IMITATION CHAMPIONSHIP 
ARE YOU A BIRD CALLER?? 


If so, you might be Australia's 1983 Champion! 
The Maryborough Field Naturalists' Club invites all 
"bird callers" to enter the 1983 Australian Bird Call 
Imitation Championship at Marborough (Victoria) Town Hall 
on SATURDAY NIGHT, 20th August. 


The Club is presenting this unique and entertaining Champion- 
ship as part of the City's Golden Wattle Festival. 


ENTRY FEE is we per contestant, and the closing date is 
st. Get you entry form now from the Maryborough 

Field Naturalists' Club, C/- Mrs. Eileen Courtney, 

47 Carrick Street, Maryborough, 3465 (Phone 054-612249) 


This real family fun night will include a musical program of 
the Colonial type by Fay and Terry White. Fun being the key- 
note of the evening, admission charges are low - $1 for adults 
$3 for a family and 50 cents for children. 


KNOW YOUR FORESTS 


On the second Thursday of each month, it is proposed to 
walk in the local forests. The first walk will be to Enfield. 
Bring your lunch, binoculars, note book, walking shoes, etc. 
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Meet at Pat Murphy's home, 1320 Dana St at 10.00 a.m. 
Enquiries from Pat, phone 32 3289 or Helen 31 2210 
Beginners welcome. 
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BITTERN LAGOON REPORT 


The Bittern Lagoon birdwatching hide was officially 
opened on Saturday 16th July by the Community Welfare 
Services Minister Mrs. Pauline Toner. Over 150 people braved 
the wet wintry conditions to watch the event. The lagoon is 
an important breeding place for a large variety of water 
fowl including the brolga. The hide and lagoon area is open 
to the public at any time. 


Tree planting, laying of paths, fencing and construction 
of the bird-hide have been carried out by Mr. Gavin Jamieson 
and his team. Any further work in the future will ensure 


that this important wildlife lagoon is preserved. 
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LORD HOWE ISLAND WOODHEN 
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" /.. a curious brown bird ... 
walking totally fearless and 
unconcerned in all parts around 
us, so that we had nothing more 


to do than to ... knock down as 
many as we pleased with a short 
SCG Kiemainc 


But rather too many were knocked down, and by May, 1980 
only fifteen Lord Howe Island Woodhens (Tricholimnas 
sylvestris) were known still to be alive. 


It was the old story of destruction of habitat coupled 
with the introduction of predators. That the bird survived 
at all was a topographical accident: their last stronghold 
was inaccessible to pigs. Unfortunately, it could only 
support a small population. 


And then a new story began, involving (amongst others) 
the National Parks and Wildlife Foundation, the Lord Howe 
Island Board, and the New South Wales National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. 


Suitable sites for reintroducing the woodhen were 
identified and cleared of pigs, and the breeding programme 
began. 


Dr. Glenn Lourie-Fraser, one of the few aviculturalists 
successfully to have bred other members of the rail family, 
was seconded from the New Zealand Wildlife Service to oversee 
the programme. Using his experience and the information 
Dr. Ben Miller and Dr. Tim Kingston had gathered on wild birds, 
Lourie-Fraser designed and built a breeding-centre. 


It was none too soon; only four breeding pairs could be 
definitely located. Three of the pairs were captured and 
taken to the centre. 


The youngest pair adapted quickly, amd twenty-six of 
their chicks were eventually raised. The next oldest pair 
regained weight after capture more slowly, and when the male was 
taken by an owl, the female's condition deteriorated rapidly. 
Fortunately, she remated with a newly-caught male, and nineteen 
of their chicks were raised subsequently. The oldest pair had 


initially to be force-fed, but they too regained condition. 
But as they laid only two clutches of eggs, they were returned 
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to the wild. 


The artificial nesting-boxes were designed to replicate 
the well-hidden sites the birds would have chosen in the wild. 
For the first fourteen days, the birds incubated the eggs 
themselves, after which the eggs were artificially incubated 
for the last six days. The parents nested up to seven times 
in the six-month breeding seascn, laying clutches of from one 
to four eggs. To date, over sixty of their chicks have been 
raised to maturity. 


In the wild, woodhens forage for insects and other invert- 
ebrates. Although the Lord Howe Islanders foraged on their 
behalf, the supply had to be supplemented (chiefly with poultry 
pellets - a cat food - and mealworms). 


In May 1981, the first of the young hand-raised birds 
were released at one of the new sites. Their survival rate 
has been high, and already their first chicks have been born. 


Six "curious brown birds" and many dedicated conserva- 
tionists have together ensured that one day the woodhen will 
be struck off the IUCN's highest priority endangered species 
list - for the very best of reasons. 


* Surgeon Archer Bowes-Smythe of the ship Lady Penryhn 1788 


(with acknowledgements to Wildlife in Australia, Winter 1983) 
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FOOTNOTE 


The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Foundation had a 
medal struck to commemorate the success of the breeding and 
restocking project. A copy of the medal will be tabled at 
the August meeting. 


